
Press release  

 

RIT Capital Partners plc to acquire GVO Investment Management Limited 

 

RIT Capital Partners plc (“RIT”), the London-listed investment trust, has entered into an agreement 

to acquire London-based specialist fund manager GVO Investment Management Limited (“GVOIM”) 

from Hansa Aktiengesellschaft (“Hansa”), subject to regulatory approval.  

 

GVOIM invests in UK equities by applying private equity techniques, and is a leader in constructive 

corporate engagement. GVOIM currently manages the GVO UK Focus Fund, an Irish listed open-

ended investment company, and Strategic Equity Capital plc, a London-listed investment trust. As 

part of the transaction, RIT will acquire Hansa’s holding in Strategic Equity Capital plc.  

 

GVOIM has an award-winning investment team with a proven track record, and assets under 

management of approximately £350 million. GVOIM will continue to operate as a separate legal 

entity with the same management team, structure and investment process, and will benefit from 

RIT’s support in achieving its growth ambitions. There will be no changes to the existing fund 

manager teams, who will retain complete investment autonomy.   

 

Jamie Seaton, CEO of GVOIM, commented: “2014 has been a year of significant progress for 

GVOIM. Our products have delivered another year of top quartile performance and AUM has grown 

to more than £350 million. RIT provides a strong, stable and long-term owner for the business. 

Stuart Widdowson and I would like to thank Hansa and its Chairman Georg von Opel, and we look 

forward to RIT’s support in helping us further develop our business as a world class asset manager.” 

-Ends- 

 

Notes to editors 

For further information, please contact: 
 
David Masters  
Lansons  
24a St John Street, London, EC1M 4AY 
Tel: 07825 427514 
Email: GVOIM@lansons.com  
Website: www.lansons.com  
 

mailto:GVOIM@lansons.com
http://www.lansons.com/


 
About RIT Capital Partners plc 
 RIT Capital Partners plc is an investment trust listed on the London Stock Exchange with net assets 

of over £2billion.  
 It is chaired by Lord Rothschild, whose family interests retain a significant holding.   
 www.ritcap.com 
 
About GVO Investment Management Limited 
 GVOIM is a London-based specialist manager that invests in UK equities by applying private equity 

techniques to public markets and is a leader in constructive corporate engagement.  
 GVOIM has a proven award winning track record and assets under management of c. £350 million.  
 GVOIM is one of Europe’s longest standing investor in this field. 
 GVOIM manages the GVO UK Focus Fund, an open-ended investment company, Strategic Equity 

Capital plc, a London-listed investment trust. 
 www.gvoim.com 

 
 
About Hansa Aktiengesellschaft 
 Hansa is a Swiss based international investor with over USD 2 billion of assets.  
 Hansa is chaired by Georg von Opel, the great grandson of the German auto pioneer Adam Opel. 
 

 “NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS”  

This document has been issued by GVO Investment Management Limited (“GVOIM”), whose registered office is at 25 North Row, London, 
W1K 6DJ, is registered in England: No 4493500 and is authorised and regulated by the UK Financial Conduct Authority. 

Although GVOIM has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is accurate at the time of publication, 
no representation or warranty (including liability towards third-parties), expressed or implied, is made (or accepted) as to its accuracy or 
completeness or fitness for any purpose by GVOIM, or any of its affiliates or contractual partners.  Under no circumstances will GVOIM or 
any of its affiliates be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential loss or damages caused by reliance on this 
information or for the risks inherent in the financial markets.  To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law and regulatory 
requirements, GVOIM specifically disclaims any liability for errors, inaccuracies or omissions in this document and for any loss or damage 
resulting from its use, whether caused by negligence or otherwise. 

This document is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, accounting, legal or tax advice or investment recommendations. 
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